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BB OF TS CONTRNTS 1N ANY MARNER TO AN URAUTHORIZRD PEAION i PRO- py
B 13IT2D"BY LAW. AEPRODUCTION OF THIS FORN I3 PRONIBITED. .

SOURCE Gudok.
SCORES PERFORMANCE, USE OF RR EQUIPMENT
‘ PLANTS PRODUGK FAULTY SWITCHES, RATIS ~- Gudok, No €0, 19 Msy 50

Of seven switch turnouts received by the L'gov subsection of the Moscow-
Kiev Railroad System, only four could be-laid in the track, since the other
three were unfit for service. The turnouts were made by the Inskaya Switch
Plant, which, in addition to msking faulty parts, failed to number the parts,
thus meking it difficult to install the turnouts. -

-c The subsection has received rails from the Yenekiyevo Metallurgical Plant.
A batch or these rails, cimssed us No 1 yails ab the plont y the inspestor
of the Ministry of Transportation and the head of the plant's department of
technical control, was laid on new ballast on new ties. Five rails quickly
broke iy the middle; later, two more broke. A commission sent to investi-
gate :s't.._alted. that the rails had been rolled from brittle metal. However, the
chief engineer of the Yenakiyevo Plant refused to admit eny claim_a.gainst,v
the plant and the claim of 3,852 rubles for faulty rails was not pald.

Gudok, No 14, 1 Feb 50

The switch turnouts made by the Muom Piant get out of order 4 4o 5 months
after installation. The frog' points and wing rails are usually not hardened
properly.

TRATN STOPS ORDERED MODERNIZED -- Gudok, No 45, 14 Apr 50

Vice Minister of Transportation Garnyk bas ordered Stel'makov; head of the
Omsk Railroad System, to complete the modernization within & month of the elec-
tropneumatic equipment of the automatic train stops which were produced in 1947,
and to replace the defective elecirical equipment and wiring on locomotives '
.equipped, with sutomatic train stops by 1 July. 'These orders were promulgated .
as a result of the criticism of the train stops published in-Gudok on 22 March.

The Ministry of Transportation has ordered Yegorov, head of the Ural-Siber-
ian Railroad Okrug, to hold a meeting in April of workers of the Uralg and Si-
. beria to exchange experience on the operation of the automatic train stop equipment.
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NEW TRAIN CONTROL EQUIPMENT -- Gudok, No 58, 1k May 50

About 500 kilometers of railroad lines have been equipped with.the ‘con-
tinuous automatic train stop designed by & group of sclentific workers under
Stalin laureate A. M. Bryleyev.

The group, from the Central Scientific Research Institute, has developed
a system of code (kodovyy) automatic block signaling. Construction and oper-
ation of this system is considerably less expensive than for automatic block
signaling of the usual type. This year, it 1s planned to equip one section
with the new block system.

COMPETITION FOR SWITCH CENTRALIZATION DESIGN -- Gudok, No 60, 19 May 50

The Ministry of Transportation has announced & competition for designs
for relay electrical centralizationof switches and signals suitable for use
in a large railroed station. One aim of the competition is the development
of a large circle of inventors and efficiency experts for working out tech-
nically improved systems of electric centralization that will be economical
in regard to egcpendd.ture of cable, relays, and funds.

All suggestions presented to the competition committee must answer the
technical requirements for the planning of facilities for sigpnaling, cen-
tralized control of ewitches and signals, and operation of block signals and
the basic requirements for electrical centralized systems approved by the
Main Administration of Signaling and Communications of the Ministry of Trans-
portation.

 The competition closes 1 December 1950. There will be one first prize of
12,000 rubles, one second prize of 8,000 rubles, and three third prizes of
4,000 rubles each.

SCORES USE OF TRACK-LAYING MACHINES -- Gudok’, No 57, 12 Msy 50

The powerful, domestically produced, track-laying machines have already
laid 7,000 kilometers of track. The effectivences cf these machines is shown
by -the fact that one line, 330 kilometers long, was laid in 84 deys, and at
times 7-8.5 kilometers of track were laid per dsy.

" However , the necessary concern for the efficient utilization of the track-

laying machines is lacking in the main construction administrations. Some

* administrators simply refuse to employ mechanized track laying. In 1949, the
Main Administrstion of Railroad Comstruction of the East laid several lines
from 50 to 100 kilometers long by hand, and the track-lsyingmachines were
worked only to partial capacity. In other administrations, some of the ma-
chines were sent to work on small branches 15-20 kilometers long.

Spike driving is also done by hand. About 10 years ago, the "Pnevmatik"
Plant manufactured 50 XKZ-2 spike-driving hammers which can drive 10,000-12,000
spikes per shift. However, production of these machines was stopped and, at .
present, only six of the machines remain in service.

Spare parts for the Platov track-laying machine are hard to get, since none
have been produced since production of the machine began. .
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The creation of new types of track-laying machines is proceeding extra-
ordinarily slowly. Instead of testing the various models of Main Adminis-
tration of Railroad Construction of the East and Main Administration of Reil-
road Construction of the West, the experiacatal machines are being operated

as if they had been serially produced.
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